CHAPTEE   V.

ITALY AND   AET.

WITH the proposal of a country parson's lot still undecided,
and indeed with no settled plans for the future, Mr. and Mrs.
Murchison had determined in the meantime to spend a year
or two abroad. This resolution had been, in some measure,
forced upon them by the state of their finances. The Tarra-
dale rents, never very well paid, even at the best, had almost
ceased to yield any income, and times were so bad that the
tenantry petitioned for alleviation. His revenue from other
sources was not great, certainly not enough to enable the
young laird and his wife to live comfortably in England.
It was sufficient, however, to permit them to enjoy comfort,
and even elegance, in Italy. So that, until some decision
had been come to regarding the fate of the Highland pro-
perty, a sojourn on the Continent was deemed absolutely
necessary.

This enforced exile, however, proved in the end emi-
nently advantageous in other than a pecuniary sense. Mrs.
Murchison had shrewdly discerned her husband's true nature
and the way in which it should be developed. She saw thatesent to you considerable difficulty."
